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CANCER RESEARCH GRANT AWARDED TO UM CHEMISTRY DEPARTMENT 
The American Cancer Society (ACS) has awarded a two-year, $90,000 grant 
to the chemistry department of the University of Montana for a research project 
entitled "Protein Phosphorylation and Retrovirus Replication." Dr. Kenneth F.
Watson, associate professor of Chemistry, will serve as the project director.
The project will focus on the transformation of normal cells to tumor cells.
A virus model known to cause tunors in animals will be used to study the role of 
protein modification by the addition of a phosphate group (phosphorylation) in the 
virus' ability to convert normal cells to tumor cells. The role of phosphorylation 
in the life cycle (replication) of the virus will also be studied.
The research will try to determine whether the capability of protein modification 
is a genetic function of the virus or rather is provided in the host cell.
Two Ph.D. students, John Olsen, Portland, Ore., and John Ong, Sacramento, Calif., 
will assist Watson in the research. Mae Jo Ann Rosok, Dutton, will serve as a 
research associate.
Watson is also currently working under an ACS faculty research award which enables 
him to limit his teaching in order to engage in cancer research. Under this five-year 
program, which ends June 30, 1981, Watson's salary is paid by the ACS, although he 
does teach two classes at the University.
Watson received a bachelor's degree in chemistry at Northwest Nazarene College, 
Nampa, Idaho, in 1964 and was awarded a Ph.D. in biochemistry in 1969 at Oregon State 
University, Corval1is. He joined the UM faculty in July 1973. Watson was a National 
Institute of Health postdoctoral fellow from 1969-71 at Columbia University in 
New York City. He was a fellow of the International Agency for Research on Cancer at
the Robert Koch Institute, Berlin, Germany, during the period 1972-73.
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